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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCT/ISA/ 21D

This International Searching Authority found muitipie (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-12,20-28,63-85,87-98

An instrument access device having a distal ring to be
placed in a wound; a preximal ring to be placed outside the
wound; a sleeve portion between said rings; an instrument
seal or valve; and an elongate tubular instrument guide
passing from the proximal end of the device to the distal
end of the device.

2. claims: 1,13-19

An instrument access device having a distal ring to be
placed in a wound; a sieeve portion extenting proximally

from said ring; and a clamp for clamping a working channel
in said sleeve.

3. claims: 1,29-62,86

" An instrument access device having a distal ring to be
placed in a wound; a sleeve portion extending proximally
from said ring, a working channel within said sleeve; and a
housing for an instrument seal.
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Claims Nos.: 99-143

Claim 99: Contrary to Artilce 6 PCT, the features of the claims are
disclosed as the contents of the figures, this indicates a limitless
range of possible device variations which is impossible to search.
Claims 100-143: Rule 39.1(iv) PCT - Method for treatment of the human
or animal body by surgery.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which ne internaticnal search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPQ Guideline C-VI, 8.5),
should the problems which Ted to the Article 17(2) declaration be
gvercome.
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